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CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in section 2286g of this 
title. 

§ 10101. Definitions 

For purposes of this chapter: 
(1) The term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the Ad-

ministrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

(2) The term ‘‘affected Indian tribe’’ means 
any Indian tribe— 

(A) within whose reservation boundaries a 
monitored retrievable storage facility, test 
and evaluation facility, or a repository for 
high-level radioactive waste or spent fuel is 
proposed to be located; 

(B) whose federally defined possessory or 
usage rights to other lands outside of the 
reservation’s boundaries arising out of con-
gressionally ratified treaties may be sub-
stantially and adversely affected by the lo-
cating of such a facility: Provided, That the 
Secretary of the Interior finds, upon the pe-

tition of the appropriate governmental offi-
cials of the tribe, that such effects are both 
substantial and adverse to the tribe; 1 

(3) The term ‘‘atomic energy defense activ-
ity’’ means any activity of the Secretary per-
formed in whole or in part in carrying out any 
of the following functions: 

(A) naval reactors development; 
(B) weapons activities including defense 

inertial confinement fusion; 
(C) verification and control technology; 
(D) defense nuclear materials production; 
(E) defense nuclear waste and materials 

by-products management; 
(F) defense nuclear materials security and 

safeguards and security investigations; and 
(G) defense research and development. 

(4) The term ‘‘candidate site’’ means an 
area, within a geologic and hydrologic system, 
that is recommended by the Secretary under 
section 10132 of this title for site characteriza-
tion, approved by the President under section 
10132 of this title for site characterization, or 
undergoing site characterization under section 
10133 of this title. 

(5) The term ‘‘civilian nuclear activity’’ 
means any atomic energy activity other than 
an atomic energy defense activity. 

(6) The term ‘‘civilian nuclear power reac-
tor’’ means a civilian nuclear powerplant re-
quired to be licensed under section 2133 or 
2134(b) of this title. 

(7) The term ‘‘Commission’’ means the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission. 

(8) The term ‘‘Department’’ means the De-
partment of Energy. 

(9) The term ‘‘disposal’’ means the emplace-
ment in a repository of high-level radioactive 
waste, spent nuclear fuel, or other highly 
radioactive material with no foreseeable in-
tent of recovery, whether or not such emplace-
ment permits the recovery of such waste. 

(10) The terms ‘‘disposal package’’ and 
‘‘package’’ mean the primary container that 
holds, and is in contact with, solidified high- 
level radioactive waste, spent nuclear fuel, or 
other radioactive materials, and any over-
packs that are emplaced at a repository. 

(11) The term ‘‘engineered barriers’’ means 
manmade components of a disposal system de-
signed to prevent the release of radionuclides 
into the geologic medium involved. Such term 
includes the high-level radioactive waste form, 
high-level radioactive waste canisters, and 
other materials placed over and around such 
canisters. 

(12) The term ‘‘high-level radioactive waste’’ 
means— 

(A) the highly radioactive material result-
ing from the reprocessing of spent nuclear 
fuel, including liquid waste produced di-
rectly in reprocessing and any solid material 
derived from such liquid waste that contains 
fission products in sufficient concentrations; 
and 

(B) other highly radioactive material that 
the Commission, consistent with existing 
law, determines by rule requires permanent 
isolation. 
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